Competition no obstacle in a new cancer project created by consortium.
Cancer hospitals always are quick to explain that they are different, often pointing to their special commitment to their patients and ability to deal with end-of-life issues. But those differences are rarely accounted for in the benchmarking data they use. The facilities have a keen sense of competition and have, until recently, been unwilling to come together for benchmarking purposes. But all that changed in 1997 when the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations started talking about ORYX. Cancer hospital executives knew from experience that comparing data with noncancer hospitals wouldn't be useful, so a group of them came together and created a National Cancer Database initiative that would allow for subcomparisons within the ORYX system.